
Holly Billie, MPH
CAPT, USPHS (ret.) 1/27/23

Alyce Spotted 
Bear and Walter 
Soboleff 
Commission on 
Native Children

Injury Prevention



Overview

Leading causes of childhood 

death, hospitalization, and 

regional reports

Programs and Interventions

Recommendations

1 / 2 7 / 2 3 C O M M I S S I O N  O N  N A T I V E  C H I L D R E N 2



S O U R C E :  C D C  W I S Q A R S C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N 3

2016- 2020 Leading Causes of Unintentional Injury Death by 
Race, Both Sexes, Ages 0-24 (Hispanic origin=all) 
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CDC WISQARS

Unintentional Injury: motor -vehicle, drowning, fall,  poisoning, 
fire/burn, suffocation, etc.

Homicide: drowning, cut -pierce, firearm, suffocation, unspecified, 
etc.

Suicide: hanging, strangulation, suffocation, firearm, poisoning, etc.
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Leading Causes of Death
2016-2020, AI/AN, Both Sexes, 
Ages 0-24 (Hispanic origin=all) 
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Leading Causes of Death
2016-2020, AI/AN, Both Sexes, All Ages (Hispanic origin=all) 
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2017-2021

IHS Top Injury 

Hospitalizations, Ages 0-25, 

Both Sexes
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Ambulatory Visits
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2017-2021

IHS Top Ambulatory Injury 

Visits, Ages 0-25, Both 

Sexes

Ambulatory= Combined Emergency 

Department Visits and Outpatient Visits
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Regional Trauma Report- AZ

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/director/tribal-liaison/american-indian-trauma-

report-2020.pdf

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/director/tribal-liaison/american-indian-trauma-report-2020.pdf
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Regional Injury Report - AK 
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Alaska Native Injury Atlas

Leading Causes of Injury Hospitalization by 

Age, AN/AI People, 2007-2016
Injury Hospitalization by Age, AN/AI 

Females, 2007-2016

Injury Hospitalization by Age, AN/AI 

Males, 2007-2016

http://anthctoday.org/epicenter/publications/InjuryAtlas2020/2020_AlaskaNative_InjuryAtlas_FullReport.pdf

http://anthctoday.org/epicenter/publications/InjuryAtlas2020/2020_AlaskaNative_InjuryAtlas_FullReport.pdf


Topic Focused Reports – Traumatic 
Brain Injury 2018

• Inter Tribal Council of Arizona, Inc.

• 2012-2016

• Arizona, Nevada, Utah

https://itcaonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TBI -

Report_FINAL-v2-10.19.18.pdf
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https://itcaonline.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TBI-Report_FINAL-v2-10.19.18.pdf
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Tribal Grants

Federal Programs

• Indian Health Service, Injury Prevention Program

• https://www.ihs.gov/injuryprevention/

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for 
Injury Prevention

• https://www.cdc.gov/injury/tribal/index.html

• National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

• https://www.nhtsa.gov/

• Bureau of Indian Affairs, Indian Highway Safety Program

• https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/dhs

• https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/bureau-indian-affairs-fy-2022-highway-safety-plan

Federal Programs for Injury Prevention
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https://www.ihs.gov/injuryprevention/
https://www.cdc.gov/injury/tribal/index.html
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https://www.bia.gov/bia/ojs/dhs
https://www.nhtsa.gov/document/bureau-indian-affairs-fy-2022-highway-safety-plan


Indian Health Service

• Interventions:

• Fire/burn: smoke alarms

• Traffic safety: seatbelts, child safety seats

• Playground safety

• Drowning

• Tribal Injury Prevention Cooperative 

Agreement Program (TIPCAP) 

• Since 1997, every 5 years

• 127 Tribal Programs Funded

• Focus Areas: Motor vehicle-related injuries, Falls

https://www.ihs.gov/injuryprevention/
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https://www.ihs.gov/injuryprevention/


TIPCAP Current Program 
2021-2025

27 Tribes and Tribal Organizations funded

16 programs on traffic injuries

17 programs on fall injuries

3 programs on traumatic brain injuries

HTTPS: / /WWW.IHS.GOV/ INJURYP REVENTION/T IPCAP/ C O N F E R E N C E  P R E S E N T A T I O N 1 9

https://www.ihs.gov/injuryprevention/tipcap/


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

• National Center for Injury Prevention and Control

• Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs)

• Drug Overdose

• Suicide Prevention

• Motor Vehicle Safety

• Violence Against AI/AN People
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CDC Star 
Collection Books 
and Videos

• Kindergarten – third grade

• Strengths-based approach

• Children are connected to communities

• Videos and Coloring Books

2 1



National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

yond

• Tribal Traffic Safety 

Initiative, Four Corners 

and Beyond

• Occupant Protection

• Speeding

• Pedestrian Safety

• Impaired Driving
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BIA Indian Highway Safety Program

yond

• Impaired Driving (Alcohol)

• Occupant Protection (Adult and Child 

Passenger Safety)

• Planning and Administration

• Police Traffic Services

• Community Safety Project
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Recommendations - Federal

• Provide funding more commensurate with the problem – Unintentional injuries are the 

number one killer of Native people ages 1-54

• Review/change federal regulations that impede federal agencies from working together 

– multi-agency interagency agreements

• Waive matching funds requirement for tribes applying for all federal funding – $6B 

bipartisan infrastructure bill - Safe Streets and Roads For All (SS4A)

• Eliminate reimbursement-based funding for tribes

• Seek upstream interventions and allow funding flexibility for local approaches. Primary 

vs. secondary interventions.
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Recommendations - Data

• When data are collected, oversample in Indian Country 

• Support/fund the 12 Tribal Epidemiology Centers to collect injury data and create reports –

clearinghouse for AI/AN Unintentional Injury Prevention (https://tribalepicenters.org/)

• Employ indigenous evaluation guiding principles for programs:

• culturally responsive and community driven

• develop partnerships with Elders, knowledge keepers, and healers

• share personal experiences

• focus on strength-based rather than deficit-based perspectives

• use trauma-informed approach

• allow sufficient time to understand context, build relationships, and foster community 
engagement
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https://tribalepicenters.org/


Thank you

Ahe’hee’
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